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Do you know a servilleta from a tzute? 
A cinta from a faja? Did you realize 
that a ceremonial huipil is usually 
more plain than an everyday one?

Whether you’re a serious anthropolo-
gist or just want to wear traje to an 
event, the Museo Ixchel can help.

Glosario Indumentaria Maya de Guatemala

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NEW!  Bi-lingual Glossary 2021



 Work is underway at the Museum for the  
Encuentro Textil de la Américas. We received 78 
presentation proposals and selected 40 for the three-
day hybrid in-person and virtual event. Academically, 
it is an event that will put the Ixchel on the map as a 
leader in its field, both locally and internationally; it is 
also a first of its kind. There will be participants from 
Mexico, Chile, Peru and Bolivia, among others.

 Room IV is closed for renovations which will be 
completed later this year. It will soon reflect current 
trends in fashion and textile traditions, and is the 
result of field studies funded by FOIM, as well as a 
special bequest.  

 The Museum is fully functional and active, with 
workshops both online and in person, live visits, 
varied projects, and a busy gift shop. This has been 
possible in part thanks to a highly-qualified team  
of volunteers.

A portion of our traveling exhibit Mayan Traje: A Tradition in Transition is 
on view from September 24 through December 31 at the Wheaton Arts and 
Cultural Center in Millville, New Jersey. Our exhibit is part of the Down Jersey 
Folklife program which features the folk traditions and cultural diversity of 
that area. FOIM donors have free entrance to the exhibit. Our opening recep-
tion on Saturday, September 25th from 4-6pm features live weaving and 
live marimba music supported by Raíces Culturales Latinoamericanas, our 
partner organization.   

Other activities will abound at this large complex during the Fall. The week-
end of October 2&3 is the 22nd annual Festival of Fine Craft which will 
feature over 125 artists and craftspeople – again there will be backstrap 
weaving demonstrations by our Weaving for the Future co-operative and an 
onsite creation of a new sawdust rug by Ubaldo Sánchez. Visit the overall 
website for more exhibit, event, and activity information at wheatonarts.org

Mayan Traje exhibit  
transitions to  
New Jersey

Right: Announcement for 
October symposium
Below: WheatonArts complex 
and San José CA exhibit 
(2019)



The Museum has just completed an amazing 
feat. They not only compiled a list of almost 300 
terms for articles of clothing and their creation…
and added detailed definitions in both Spanish 
and English…but also illustrated them in 60 
stunning full-color photographs by Juan Carlos 
Lemus. This is just the kind of research that only 
the Museum can do and we are proud to have 
been sponsors of this endeavor. It is a perfect 
example of their mission of research, preserva-
tion, and education.

The Glosario Indumentaria Maya  
de Guatemala is now available on Amazon as 

a Kindle e-book. We have made this choice 
to enable flexibility and accessibility. As users 
contribute questions and corrections, as makers 
adopt new techniques, and as fashion dictates 
changes in use, we expect the glossary to grow 
and need updating. So rather than embark 
on the cost of printing and revisions, we have 
elected to release an electronic version. 

Please download it and let us know what 
you think. And huge congratulations to the 
museum’s curator, Violeta Gutiérrez, and the 
whole team of contributors for producing such a 
comprehensive, useful, and beautiful document.

Glosario Indumentaria  
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We are delighted to welcome Susan to our Board.  
A native of California from the San Francisco Bay 
Area, Susan attended UC Santa Barbara to study 
political science and social psychology. After 
graduation, Susan embarked on a 35-year career 
with the National Park Service, filling administra-
tive and leadership roles as a senior manager at 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area.

Susan’s interest in and passion for Guatemala 
first began in 1975 when she travelled through 
the area as part of a driving excursion from 
California to Guatemala, via a VW bus.  She was 
captivated by the physical beauty of the Guate-
malan highlands and intrigued with the Mayan 
culture and the integration of art into daily life.

In the early 2000’s, Susan returned to Gua-
temala with her husband to adopt their two 
Guatemalan daughters and her passion for local 
textiles and culture of the Maya was further 
cemented.  She thus represents a unique per-
spective for us!  
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Welcome to New Board Director Susan Hurst

Susan is keen to advance the work of the Friends 
group in bringing knowledge and appreciation 
of the rich textile tradition of Guatemala and its 
indigenous culture to audiences interested in 
beautiful handwork wherever they may live.

Our condolences to the family and friends of Rosario Miralbés de Polanco, 
the former Curator and Technical Director of the Museo Ixchel del Traje  
Indígena. Her role in creating, researching, and publishing on the collection 
was fundamental.

[  ] Check Enclosed  [  ] Interested in Volunteering

Please indicate your donation amount: $ 

Checks should be made payable to Friends of the Ixchel Museum, Inc.

Please mail this form with your donation.

For more information e-mail foiminfo@gmail.com 

or visit ixchelfriends.org

Name:

Address:

City:

State:          Zip Code:                   Country:

E-mail:

Friends of the Ixchel Museum is an American 501(c)(3) nonprofit foundation and donations 
are deductible by the donor for U.S. general income tax purposes. 

Members receive free entrance to FOIM exhibits in the U.S. 

Also entrance to the Museo Ixchel in Guatemala,  

with discounts on select purchases in its shop.

Custodia  $5,000
Huipil Ceremonial  $1,000
Huipil  $500
Corte  $250

Faja  $100
Cinta Seda $50
Cinta  $25
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